
Re-opening of School- March 8th 2021 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

You will now be aware of the Prime Minister’s statement on Monday that all schools will 
re-open to all pupils on March 8th. This is great news and with the improved weather 
recently and the lighter evenings, it is beginning to feel like we are well and truly on the 
path to a sense of normality and brighter days. 

It has been lovely to see some of our boys and girls over the past few weeks in their daily 
Zoom meeting but this is certainly no substitute for the energy and positivity they bring 
to school when here in person- school really has been a different place without the 
children. 

I understand how challenging the situation has been since the school closed back in 
January, and I understand some of the anxiety that still exists amongst some pupils and 
parents. However, I would like to reassure you that we are doing all we can to establish 
a safe, welcoming environment for pupils, parents and staff when we re-open fully. 

Many of our boys and girls have been away from school for a long time and I would like 
to commend them for their effort and hard work in engaging with online tasks, it really 
has been a way of working that they have adjusted brilliantly. I would also like to thank 
you, as parents, for the support you have given your child whilst they have been at 
home; as a parent myself, I know just how difficult this has been and how strained family 
life has been at times. 

I would also like to pay tribute and give my thanks to the school staff, who have 
continued to work from school and home during this period. They really have gone the 
‘extra-mile’ both in school and at home, supporting the children of critical workers each 
day whilst providing bespoke learning experiences for pupils that follow our school 
curriculum. I would like to reassure you that we have structured plans in place, ready to 
hit the ground running so that any time lost over the past months will be caught up in 
a calm, measured and supportive way. 

The DfE has now published guidance for the full re-opening of schools from March 8th. 
Whilst I will continue to work on the detailed planning to ensure that all 
recommendations are implemented, I am writing to you to confirm that school will re-
open to all pupils from Monday March 8th. 

My staff and I are really looking forward to welcoming all pupils back to school again 
and although there will be some changes to the way we operate, we are committed to 
ensuring that a full and ambitious curriculum continues to be offered in a safe, calm, 
caring and purposeful environment. 

Please read the following information in preparation for March 8th. 

Yours sincerely, 

Rob Hull 
Headteacher  
 



Key Information for the re-opening of School 

Monday March 8th 2021 
 

In order to maintain a safe environment for everybody, it is vitally important that all 
children arrive punctually and that collection times are strictly observed at the 
end of the day too. 
 
In order to minimise congestion on school premises, please try to keep pathways clear to 
allow people to move freely.  
 
Below are a list of measures detailing our plans for reopening to all pupils on March 8th: 
 
• All pupils will be expected to return to school on Monday March 8th wearing their full 

school uniform and with their bag and PE kit, which should be in a PE bag. As before, 
Team Courage will also require their Trailblazer kit too (some in the morning and others 
in the afternoon). 
 
The Beginning of the School Day 

• Upper School (Year 5 and 6) pupils should start to arrive at school from 8.25am (as 
before) each morning, using hand sanitiser on entry to school. Although 2m social 
distancing is not required, it will be encouraged where possible. Please ensure upper 
school pupils are on their allocated playground by 8.40am, where they will be greeted 
by their class teacher. 
 

Playgrounds will be allocated as follows: 
 

Team Endeavour Team Equality Team Endurance 
Enter through gate 

near the kitchen 
Enter through the 

gate near the kitchen Enter via the side gate 

Assemble on the lower 
playground Assemble in the MUGA Assemble on the  

top playground 
 
• Lower school pupils in Year 3 and 4 should begin to arrive from 8.45am and should use 

hand sanitiser on entry. If arriving before this time, the children should assemble again 
at the front of school ready to enter through the gate. Could accompanying adults 
please wear a face covering unless exempt. 
 

• On entering school, the children will leave their coat and bag in the cloakroom. 
• When in class, the children will be given their own set of stationery, which will be kept in 

their tray. 
• Where possible, upper school children will remain in their individual class groups with 

their classmates, although they may spend some time working in group rooms too. 
• Lower school children will stay in their class group for the majority of the time, although 

they may spend time working in group rooms also. 
 
Breaktime 
• Breaktimes will be staggered for upper and lower school pupils. 



• Upper school pupils will remain in their designated playground or area of the field. 
• Lower school pupils will have access to all playgrounds and the school field if it is dry and 

although they will not be required to stay in their class groups when outside, they will be 
encouraged to maintain a distance from other pupils. 

• At the end of playtime, all children will be required to wash their hands thoroughly. 
 

Lunchtime 
• Our full hot food menu will be served every day for pupils. Spring term menus were sent 

out before Christmas and will resume on week 1. 
• Upper school pupils will have their lunch from 12-12.30pm each day and Lower school 

children will have their lunch from 12.30-1pm. 
• Upper school children, who have ordered a school lunch, will collect this from the hall 

and return to class to eat it with children who have brought their own sandwiches. 
• Classes will collect their lunch in a staggered way. 
• At 12.30pm, upper school children will have their break, whilst lower school pupils have 

their lunch in the hall together on tables with their classmates. 
• When they have eaten lunch, lower school pupils will return to their class. 

 
Afternoon Sessions 

• Afternoon sessions will begin at 1pm. 
• Each class will have a staggered breaktime during the afternoon. 

 
The End of the school day 

• Groups will be dismissed from school in a staggered way at the end of the day. 
• Team Endurance will leave school at 3pm. 
• Team Endeavour will Leave school at 3.05pm. 
• Team Equality will leave school at 3.10pm. 
• Lower school pupils will leave school at 3.15pm. 
 

Other Important Information 
• If a child has a younger or older sibling, who they arrive or leave school with, siblings will 

use the school hall to wait until it is their time to arrive or leave school. 
• The children will have access to hand sanitiser on arrival at school and throughout the 

day. Children unable to use this will be reminded to wash their hands thoroughly. 
• Tissues will continue to be available in classrooms. 
• Children showing symptoms of coronavirus will be isolated from their group and parents 

will be contacted to collect. 
• If a child, or member of staff shows symptoms of coronavirus, they will be asked to take 

a test to establish whether they have contracted the virus. They will also need to self-
isolate until the result of the test is clear. The remaining group members will not need a 
test and should continue to come to school unless they have had close contact with the 
infected person or are showing symptoms of the virus themselves. As a precaution, 
parents will be notified via text if a child within a group has shown symptoms and has 
gone home. 
 

After School Clubs and Music Tuition 
• Our peripatetic music lessons are due to resume from the 8th March. 



• We are hoping after school clubs will resume after the Easter holiday. 
Building work 
We have recently secured significant funding to improve safeguarding at school and as 
part of this we are developing the school entrance at the bottom of the drive with new 
railings and automated gates; extending our carparking area (where the two trees have 
been cut down); creating a new reception area within the school building and adding 
security fencing to strengthen sections of the school boundary. 
 
As you will appreciate, this will be major work and as a result there will be contractors on 
site and additional vehicles using The Flat and on site.  
 
Could I please therefore ask that you encourage your child to use the path through the 
infant school rather than walking up The Flat, and could you please ensure younger 
children are tightly supervised when dropping off and collecting pupils. 
 
Work is due to begin over the next two weeks and will really improve the facilities and 
current practices at school. 
 
 


