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September 2022 
Dear Parents & Carers, 
It has been lovely to see everyone back after the 
summer break and, now we are a week into our new 
school year, I wanted to start by saying how well the 
boys and girls have settled into school life, particularly 
our new year 3 pupils. 
I really enjoy welcoming our boys and girls each 
morning when they arrive at school and I have also 
enjoyed meeting our new parents, whom I look 
forward to working closely with during the time your 
child is with us.  
 

Magic Breakfast- Free breakfast for 
all! 

Breakfast is an essential part of a 
child’s diet, giving the body the 
refuelling it needs. Children who 
eat breakfast tend to eat 
healthier overall and are more 
likely to be physically active. 
Skipping breakfast can make 
children feel tired, restless, or 

irritable. 
Research from the Eating Breakfast report, 
Health4Schools, claims that children who skip breakfast 
perform less well academically, socially and 
emotionally, whereas eating breakfast improves 
children's problem-solving abilities, their memory, 
concentration levels, visual perception and creative 
thinking. 
Earlier this year, I applied to the charity Magic 
Breakfast, to provide free breakfasts for children at 
school. I am delighted to announce that we are one of 
only two schools nationally to have been successful in 
our applications this year. 
What this means for the children is that from Monday 
3rd October, we will provide a free, healthy breakfast to 

all children each day for 2 years, to 
help prepare them for their day 
ahead. 
Breakfast will be served in the new 
classroom near the school gate, every 
morning from 8.30-8.55. Initially, we 

will be offering toasted bagels with a 
selection of toppings including butter, low-sugar 

jam and honey and a range of different fruits. 
The children do not need to order their breakfast, they 
just pop into the classroom and help themselves. As the 

initiative develops, we will also be offering special 
breakfasts for parents and carers too and we may also 
host special breakfasts at key times of the year such as 
Christmas, Easter, Mother or Father’s Day. 
This scheme may appear too good to be true but there 
really are no hidden strings attached so I hope you 
encourage you child to take up the opportunity. If you 
drop your child off and would like to take a look at 
breakfast being served, please pop in to the classroom 
too. 
For more details about the Magic Breakfast charity, 
please visit: www.magicbreakfast.com 
 

School Curriculum 
Our school curriculum is organised over a two-year 
cycle whereby pupils develop the knowledge and skills 
outlined by the National Curriculum.  
As a school, our curriculum is underpinned by the 
‘Education for Global Citizenship’ framework- A Guide 
for Schools, created by Oxfam Education. Education for 
global citizenship is not an additional subject – it is a 
framework for learning, reaching beyond school to the 
wider community and beyond. It is our hope that it 
helps us to connect children’s learning to a vibrant and 
relevant curriculum that is based on issues which shape 
our world. 

 
Should you want to know more about our school 
curriculum, please take a look at the attached 
curriculum plan for this term or visit the school website. 
 

Trailblazers 
Trailblazer sessions, for all pupils, have begun again and 
the children have really enjoyed their initial sessions. 

The Trailblazer timetable is as follows: 
 Morning Afternoon 

Monday Endurance  Resilience 

Tuesday Equality Endeavour  

Wednesday Discovery Courage 
If you have a particular interest in the outdoors and 
outdoor learning and would like to help during these 
sessions, please speak to Mr Goodburn or the office.  
 

https://www.magicbreakfast.com/


 

Parent Helpers 
We always rely on and welcome the support 
offered by parents and grandparent 
volunteers each year in school, who support 
staff and pupils in a range of activities. If you 
would like to volunteer your time to help in school, 
please contact the school office.  
 

Swimming Lessons 
 School swimming lessons at William 
Gregg VC Leisure Centre begin for year 
4 pupils in the afternoon on Tuesday 20th 
September. 
 

Reporting an Absence 
If your child is absent from school, please notify us by 
phone first thing in the morning (before 9am) to let 
us know why. 
 

Requests for absence - reminder 
Just to remind you of National Regulations concerning 
requests for school absence. Here is an extract from 
them: 
The Government state that Headteachers may not 
grant any leave of absence for holidays during term 
time unless there are exceptional circumstances; in 
these cases it is the Headteacher who determines the 
number of days a child can be away from school if the 
leave is granted. 
Under the new regulations, applications by parents for 
request for absence will need to demonstrate 
exceptional reasons if I am to authorise the absence.  
If an event can be reasonably scheduled outside of 
term-time then it would not be normal to authorise 
absence for such an event – holidays are therefore not 
considered ‘exceptional circumstances’. 
  

Upcoming Event: 
Here are some of the events planned for this term so 
far: 

 

In addition to the events above there will be numerous 
sports competitions for pupils, organised by Amber 
Valley School Sports Partnership. 

Term Dates 2022/23 
Here are the term dates for this academic year: 
• 5th September 2022 to 21st October 2022 
• 31st October 2022 to 22nd December 2022 
• 9th January 2023 to 17th February 2023 
• 27th February 2023 to 31st March 2023 
• 17th April 2023 to 26th May 2023 
• 5th June 2023 to 21st July 2023 

INSET Days –2022/23 
Our INSET days for this year are as follows: 
1st and 2nd September 2022 
28th November 2022 
June 2022- (awaiting confirmation from the Trust) 

Family Liaison Worker 
As a school, we recognise the challenges family life 
presents, particularly during the current climate with 
the additional squeeze on household budgets. We also 
understand that life has its ups and downs from time to 
time.  
To this end, we have our own Family Liaison Worker, 
Jayne Doherty, whose role is to offer support and advice 
to children and their families around a range of issues 
which may include: 
• Advice around a range of different parenting 

support methods. 
• Practical and emotional support for families, 

particularly at times of crisis. 
• Help and support around health, housing, finance, 

domestic violence, substance misuse etc. 
• Supporting vulnerable groups of pupils. 
• Supporting children and families around 

attendance and timekeeping issues. 
• Helping build positive working 

relationships between parents and their 
children. 

Jayne is in school on Wednesday each week, so if you 
would like to meet with her to discuss any issues you 
may have, please contact us or just pop in for a coffee 
and a chat. 
 

and finally… 
If you wish to discuss the contents of this newsletter, 
or indeed any other business, please do get in touch. 

Rob Hull 

Date: Event: 
22nd Sept Y6 White Hall Parents Meeting 
22nd Sept Y4 Level 1 Bikeability Week 

3rd October Magic Breakfast Launch- 8.30-8.55am 
5th October Individual Photographs 
10th October Y6 White Hall Residential 
14th October Y5 Level 1- Bikeability Week 

WC 17th October Y5 Level 2 Bikeability week 
18th/19th October Parents’ Evening 

22nd October Achievement Assembly 2.30pm 
22nd October Break up Half-term 



 

 

 


