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September 2021 
Dear Parents & Carers, 
It has been lovely to see everyone back after the summer 
break and now we are a couple of weeks into our new 
school year, I wanted to start by saying how well the boys 
and girls have settled into school life, particularly our new 
year 3 pupils. 
I really enjoy welcoming our boys and girls each morning 
when they arrive at school and I have also enjoyed meeting 
our new parents, whom I look forward to working closely 
with during the time your child is with us.  
Now that many of the imposed restrictions from the 
previous two years have been lifted, I am hoping we can 
have a more settled time in school and provide some of the 
opportunities missed over the last couple of years. 
Developing our home-school relationship and working with 
you to provide the best education is vital to your child’s 
success, so please remember to contact me, or any member 
of our school team, if you have any ideas, suggestions, issues 
or concerns.  
 

COVID Update 
Although many of the Covid restrictions of the 
past have been eased, please read the 
following guidance and measures in place to 
protect pupils, staff and the wider 
community. 

Pupils with any of the covid-19 symptoms listed 
below must self-isolate and seek a test, before returning to 
school, although pupils who have been in close contact with 
someone who has tested positive for coronavirus do not 
need to self-isolate if they show no symptoms themselves. 
Should the situation change over time and plans modified, I 
will notify you over Parent Hub. 
Symptoms of the Covid-19 Delta Variant: 
Tummy ache, sore throat, headaches, runny nose, sneezing, 
joint pain, muscle aches, loss of appetite, diarrhoea, feeling 
or being sick, muscle ache, feeling drowsy, tiredness. 
 

New Additions 
As well as the new children joining our school this term, I 
would also like to formally extend a warm welcome to Mr 
Wilby in Team Discovery.  
I would also like to congratulate Miss Richardson on the birth 
of Edan Leah and Mrs Straw on the birth of Florence Rose, 
both beautiful little girls. 
 

School Curriculum 
Our school curriculum is organised over a two-year 
cycle whereby pupils develop the knowledge and skills 

outlined by the National Curriculum. As a school, our 
curriculum is underpinned by the Education for Global 
Citizenship framework- A Guide for Schools created by 
Oxfam Education. Education for global citizenship is 
not an additional subject – it is a framework for 
learning, reaching beyond school to the wider 
community and beyond. It is our hope that it helps us 
to connect children’s learning to a vibrant and relevant 
curriculum that is based on issues which shape our 
world. 

 
Should you want to know more about our school 
curriculum, please take a look at our curriculum map 
on the school website. 
 

Trailblazers 
Trailblazer sessions, for all pupils, have begun again and 
the children have really enjoyed their initial sessions. 
The philosophy of the programme is built around the 
Forest Schools approach and will encourage and inspire 
individuals through positive outdoor experiences. 
The children will also have the opportunity to learn about 
the natural environment, how to handle risks and most 
importantly use their own initiative to solve problems and 
co-operate with others.  

The Trailblazer Timetable is as follows: 
 Morning Afternoon 

Monday Courage Resilience 

Tuesday Endeavour Discovery 

Wednesday Endurance  

Thursday Equality  

Friday   
If you have a particular interest in the outdoors and outdoor 
learning and would like to help during these sessions, please speak 
to Mr Goodburn or the office.  
 

Parent Helpers 
We always rely on and welcome the support 
offered by parents and grandparent volunteers 
each year in school, who support staff and pupils 

in a range of activities. If you would like to volunteer your 
time to help in school, please contact the school office.  



 

Swimming Lessons 
 School swimming lessons at William 
Gregg VC Leisure Centre have resumed 
this week for Year 4 pupils.  
As our current Year 5 pupils did not 
have the opportunity to attend 
swimming over the previous years, they have been 
allocated swimming lessons in the Spring Term after 
Christmas. 
 

New Classroom 
Many of you may have seen the plans for our new 
classroom this week on display at the school entrance.  
Work is due to commence next week- 27th September, so 
please take extra care when arriving and leaving school 
as additional vehicles may be using The Flat.  
From next week the children will enter and leave school 
through the side gate by the school kitchen. 
The classroom is due to be finished during the last week 
of the term. 
 

Reporting an Absence 
If your child is absent from school please notify us by 
phone first thing in the morning (before 9am) to let 
us know why. 
 

Requests for absence - reminder 
Just to remind you of National Regulations concerning 
requests for school absence. Here is an extract from 
them: 
The Government state that Headteachers may not 
grant any leave of absence for holidays during term 
time unless there are exceptional circumstances; in 
these cases it is the Headteacher who determines the 
number of days a child can be away from school if the 
leave is granted. 
Under the new regulations, applications by parents for 
request for absence will need to demonstrate 
exceptional reasons if I am to authorise the absence.  
If an event can be reasonably scheduled outside of 
term-time then it would not be normal to authorise 
absence for such an event – holidays are therefore not 
considered ‘exceptional circumstances’. 
  

School Dinners 
Our healthy, balanced school meals are prepared on 
site by our catering team and offer excellent choice, 
variety and value for money.  
We would strongly advise you to opt for school meals 
for your child and I would like to remind you of the 
procedures for ordering them: 
• School lunches cost £2.20 per day or £11 per week. 
• Please check with the school office to see if you are 

eligible for free school meals. 

• Children can select a meal choice during registration 
time in the morning for that day.  Alternatively, you 
can pre-order for your child online. 

• All dinners must be paid for using 
ParentPay. Please see the school 
office if you require details of this 
system. 

Please note, if your child needs to 
go home through illness after 10.30am and a lunch has 
been ordered, there will be no refund given. 
 

Upcoming Event: 
Here are some of the events planned for this term so far: 

In addition to the events above there will be numerous 
sports competitions for pupils, organised by Amber Valley 
School Sports Partnership. 

Term Dates 2021/22 
Here are the term dates for this academic year: 
• 2nd September 2021 to 22nd October 2021 
• 1st November 2021 to 23rd December 2021 
• 10th January 2022 to 18th February 2022 
• 28th February 2022 to 8th April 2022 
• 25th April 2022 to 27th May 2022 
• 6th June 2022 to 22nd July 2022 
 

INSET Days –2020/21 
Our INSET days for this year are as follows: 
2nd and 3rd September 2021 
29th November 2021 
23rd December 2021 
6th June 2022 
1st July 2022- Queens Jubilee 
additional Bank holiday 
 

and finally… 
If you wish to discuss the contents of this newsletter, or 
indeed any other business, please do get in touch. 

Rob Hull 

Date: Event: 
30th Sept NSPCC Virtual Assembly 

4th October Y5 Equality Bikeability Week 
7th October  NSPCC Lower School workshops 
11th October  Y5 Endeavour Bikeability Week 
14th October NSPCC Upper School workshops 
15th October  Individual photographs  

19th/21st October Parents’ Evening 
22nd October Achievement Assembly  
22nd October Break up Half-term 


