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Dear Parents & Carers, 
It has been lovely to see everyone back after the summer 
break and the issues of the previous months.  
I hope your child is feeling rested and ready for a year of 
excitement, challenges and success.  
A special welcome to the new children who join us in Year 3, 
and to their parents, who I look forward to working closely 
with during the time their child is with us.  
I am really pleased with the way all the children have 
adjusted to some of the changes we have implemented 
recently and in particular our Year 3 children- they could 
not have begun their junior school journey any better. 
Developing our home-school bond and working with you to 
provide the best education is vital to your child’s success, so 
please remember to contact me, or any member of our 
school team, if you have any ideas, suggestions, issues or 
concerns.  
 

New Additions to the Staff Team 
As well as the new children joining our school this term, I 
would like to extend a very warm welcome to two new 
members of staff too: Mrs Davies, our new Trailblazer 
Assistant and Mr Wilby, our student teacher supporting 
Team Courage. I know you will join me in welcoming them 
to the team. 
 

School Uniform 
The children are looking very 
smart in their school uniform at 
the start of the new school year. 
The uniform does help to create a 
great sense of belonging, purpose 
and team.  
Can I please remind you that 
black shoes are part of our school uniform policy and 
children are not permitted to wear trainers, although they 
may wish to bring in a pair to change into at break time 
should you wish. 
We also request that children do not wear boots for school 
too. 
In line with our school policy, I would also be most grateful 
if pupils with long hair could tie it back or wear a smart, 
plain headband. 
In addition, we would appreciate it if all items of 
clothing, including PE and Trailblazer kit, are 
clearly labelled with your child’s first name and surname; 
not initials please. This saves a lot of time and helps to 
prevent the children from becoming upset when items are 
misplaced.  
Please also ensure that any lunchboxes are clearly labelled 
with your child’s full name. 

 

Trailblazers 
Trailblazer sessions, for all pupils, have begun again this 
week and the children have really enjoyed their first session- 
a meeting with Mr Stink, map making using natural 
resources and familiarising themselves with new additions to 
our school site including the pond and bird hide.  
The philosophy of the programme is built around the Forest 
Schools approach and will encourage and inspire individuals 
through positive outdoor experiences. 
The children will also have the opportunity to learn about 
the natural environment, how to handle risks and most 
importantly use their own initiative to solve problems and 
co-operate with others.  

A specific message has already been issued to your 
child detailing the day of their session and the kit they 

require but please see the timetable below. 
 Morning Afternoon 

Monday Courage- Grp 1 Courage- Grp 2 

Tuesday Endeavour Resilience 

Wednesday Endurance  

Thursday Equality  

Friday Discovery   
If you have a particular interest in the outdoors and outdoor 
learning and would like to help during these sessions, please 
speak to Mr Goodburn or the office.  
 

Parent Helpers 
We always rely on and welcome the 
support offered by parents and 
grandparent volunteers each year in 
school, who support staff and pupils in 
a range of activities. However, due to 
the current controls we have in place 
to deal with the Covid 19 pandemic, 
we need to limit the number of people 

entering school and cannot accept help at present. 
Hopefully, when the situation improves, we will see more 
adults back in school soon. 
 

Swimming Lessons 
School swimming lessons at William 
Gregg VC Leisure Centre are currently on 
hold. We will notify you when this 
situation changes. 
 

Music Tuition 
Children in Year 4, 5 and 6 have the 
opportunity to receive guitar, drums, piano or 
woodwind lessons from specialist teachers. 



Although spaces are limited, please speak to the office for 
more details if you are interested and your child can be 
added to the waiting list. 
 

Arrival and Departure Times 
Thank you for ensuring your child arrives at school on time 
each morning. The new routine seems to be working well, 
with social distancing being observed across the different 
groups.  
Departure from school is still a very busy time of the day 
and could I politely remind you of the need to maintain 
social distancing and ensure pathways remain clear for the 
swift departure of pupils and parents.  
 

Reporting an Absence 
If your child is absent from school please notify us by phone 
first thing in the morning (before 9am) to let us know 
why. 
 

Requests for absence - reminder 
Just to remind you of National Regulations concerning 
requests for school absence. Here is an extract from them: 
 
The Government state that Headteachers may not grant 
any leave of absence for holidays during term time unless 
there are exceptional circumstances; in these cases it is 
the Head teacher who determines the number of days a 
child can be away from school if the leave is granted. 
 
Under the new regulations, applications by parents for 
request for absence will need to demonstrate exceptional 
reasons if I am to authorise the absence.  
 
If an event can be reasonably scheduled outside of term-
time then it would not be normal to authorise absence for 
such an event – holidays are therefore not considered 
‘exceptional circumstances’. 
  

School Dinners 
Our healthy, balanced school meals 
are prepared on site by our catering 
team and offer excellent choice, 
variety and value for money.  
We would strongly advise you to opt 
for school meals for your child and I 

would like to remind you of the procedures for ordering 
them: 
• School lunches cost £2.10 per day or £10.50 per week. 
• Please check with the school office to see if you are 

eligible for free school meals. 
• Children can select a meal choice during registration 

time in the morning for that day.  Alternatively, you 
can pre-order for your child online. 

• All dinners must be paid for using ParentPay. Please 
see the school office if you require details of this system. 

Please note, if your child needs to go home through illness 
after 10.30am and a lunch has been ordered, there will be 
no refund given. 
 

Upcoming Event: 
Here are some of the events planned for this term so far: 
 

Date: Event: 
7th Sept Trailblazer to start for all pupils this week 
14th Sept After school clubs start this week 
16th Oct Individual school photographs 

2020/21 Academic Year Term Dates: 
These are the term dates for this academic year:  
2nd September 2020 to 23rd October 2020 
2nd November 2020 to 18th December 2020 
4th January 2021 to 12th February 2021 
22nd February 2021 to 1st April 2021 
19th April 2021 to 28th May 2021 
7th June 2021 to 22nd July 2021  

 
INSET Days –2020/21 

Wednesday 2nd September 2020 
Monday 2nd November 2020 
Monday 30th November 2020 
Monday 22nd February 2021  
Monday 7th June 2021.  
 

School Clubs 
After school clubs are an important part of school life, 
giving pupils the opportunity to engage in purposeful 
activity beyond the school day and develop a range of 
skills. 
Due to the current circumstances in school, we are only 
able to offer lower school pupils the opportunity to 
attend an after-school club at present but when the 
situation changes, we will look to extend this to all pupils. 
Below is the list of clubs this half term: 
 

Day Club Adult Lead 
Monday Football DCFC 
Friday Athletics Mr Otten 

 
Please note that if your child is registered in a club, they 
must attend each week. If your child is unable to 
attend for any reason you must provide a written 
note or call the office. Pupils will stay at school at 
3.15, wear their PE kit (of football kit for 
football) and will be dismissed from the front 
entrance by the coach at 4.30 for collection. 
 

and finally… 
If you wish to discuss the contents of this newsletter, 
or indeed any other business, please do get in touch. 

Rob Hull 


