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Dear Parents and Carers, 
I hope this email finds you and your family well.  
Autumn is well and truly upon us and it was great 
to hear about the excitement of Halloween and 
Bonfire Night over half term and of the ‘Trick or 
Treating’ enjoyed by the children. 
This half term promises the same level of 
excitement in the lead up to Christmas and lots of 
things have been planned for the children to enjoy 
both in and out of school.  
 

Parents Evening 
I hope you found the recent parent’s consultation 
evening useful in sharing information about your 
child’s progress. The evenings appeared to run 
really smoothly so thank you for keeping to time 
with your appointment.  
It was lovely to meet many of the new parents of 
Year 3 pupils and discuss how the children have 
settled into life here. This year we trialled a new 
approach in Year 3, delivering group sessions able 
to demonstrate Google Classroom and discuss 
other ways of supporting the children; I hope you 
found it useful. 
As always, I welcome feedback from parents 
about school issues and would like to invite the 
handful of parents who were unable to attend the 
meetings to contact their child’s class teacher to 
make an appointment this half term. 

Macmillan 
This year’s Macmillan 
Coffee morning 
promises to be another 
great success, so if you 
have chance, please 
pop in to the school hall 
and give it your support 
Friday 12th Nov from 9-
11am. 

 

The BIG Read 
Our Lower School classes would like to invite 
parents once again to their class Big Read, before 
school, at 8.45 on the following days: 
Team Resilience- Mrs Goodwin- Tues 
Team Discovery- Mr Wilby- Weds 
Team Courage- Mr Gordon- Fri 
The sessions have been a great success 
so far and it has been a pleasure to see 
and hear parents engaging with their 
children about the different texts they 
have been reading.  
Reading is an important life-skill that 
underpins everything we do in school 
so please continue to support your 
child at home and feel free to come 
along and support your child in our Big Read too. 
 

Christmas is Coming 
It is lovely to feel the glimmer of excitement 

in school as we move towards Christmas. 
We have a number of treats and 

surprises lined up for the boys and girls 
and we are starting these on Friday 

3rd December 
with our PTFA 

Christmas Market (6.30 start). 
We have also arranged for the 
boys and girls to visit Derby 
Theatre on the 16th Dec to see 
Robert Louis Stevenson’s 
Treasure Island, paid for by the PTFA- 
more details to follow soon. 
Additionally, we will be having our Christmas Post 
Box in school again this year for your child to send 
cards to their friends. Please encourage your child 
to use their best handwriting if they decide to send 
cards. 



Online Safety 
As you know, we use Google Classroom as a 
means of setting homework, delivering our 
remote leaning strategy and encouraging 
communication between home and school.  
If you have difficulty logging onto Google 
Classroom at home or you require a device for 
your child to use, we may be able to help so please 
speak to your child’s teacher. 
As our children are spending more time in the 
digital world, using the internet more frequently 
to complete online tasks and socialising with peers, 
as parents, it can be difficult keeping one step 
ahead in order to protect 
and safeguard them.  
Internet Matters is a free 
website created just for this, 
The site is full of helpful tips 
and advice and on it you 
can design a personalised 
online safety toolkit to use 
at home. By answering a few simple 
questions, you can get age-specific advice, learn 
about popular apps, information on how to deal 
with any concerns and also tools to support your 
child's interests and wellbeing. Take a look by 
visiting: www.internetmatters.org 
 
 

Uniform 
As we move into the colder months, please ensure 
your child wears their sweatshirt/cardigan and 
coat for school.  
As detailed on our website and in our school 
brochure, we would also like children to wear 
shoes, not trainers or boots in school.  
Some children are also without the correct PE kit 
too, so please ensure they have a plain white t-
shirt, black or navy shorts and pumps or trainers.  
Pupils may wear a tracksuit/joggers and a warm 
top for their weekly outdoor session too.  
Please also check all items of clothing are 
labelled with your child’s name- especially 
Trailblazer kit. 
 

New Classroom Update 
As you have seen recently, our new classroom is 
continuing to take shape and over the weekend 
(13th /14th Nov) it is due to be transported in and, 
with the help of a crane, placed in position before 
the next stage of the project can begin. 

Thank you for encouraging your child to take 
more care when entering the school site and I look 
forward to the completion date on 22nd 
December. 
 

Upcoming Event: 
Here are some of the events planned for this term so far: 
 

Term Dates 2021/22 
Here are the term dates for this academic year: 
• 2nd September 2021 to 22nd October 2021 
• 1st November 2021 to 23rd December 2021 
• 10th January 2022 to 18th February 2022 
• 28th February 2022 to 8th April 2022 
• 25th April 2022 to 27th May 2022 
• 6th June 2022 to 22nd July 2022 
 

INSET Days –2021/22 
Our INSET days for this year are as follows: 
2nd and 3rd September 2021 
29th November 2021 
23rd December 2021 
6th June 2022 
1st July 2022- Queens Jubilee 
additional Bank holiday 

and finally……. 
If you wish to discuss the contents of this 
newsletter, or indeed any other business, 
please get in touch. 

Rob Hull 

Date: Event: 
12th Nov Macmillan Coffee Moring in school 9-11am 
17th Nov  Year 3 visit to Cresswell Crags 
18th Nov Year 4 visit to Cresswell Crags 
22nd Nov Year 6 White Hall Residential 
26th Nov  Village Quiz- 7.30 School Hall 
29th Nov Y3/4 Handball Comp at Belper 
29th Nov INSET Day- School Closed to Pupils 

3rd Dec PTFA-Christmas Shopping Event at School-6.30 

8th Dec AVSSP SEND Multi-Sport Festival@ Alfreton 

8th Dec Y4 Final Swimming Session 

15th Dec Christmas Dinner Day 

16th Dec Christmas Trip to the Theatre- Treasure Island  

22nd Dec Christmas Jumper Day 

22nd Dec New Classroom Completion Date 

22nd Dec Achievement Assembly pm 

22nd Dec Break up for Christmas 

http://www.internetmatters.org/

