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MFL CURRICULUM
At Kilburn Junior School, Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) are considered valuable
for children. A high-quality MFL education, provides the foundation for pupils to
understand the world around them and the people within it. A sound grasp of MFL
encourages children to have confidence in speaking and listening, reading and writing
in newer languages whilst also developing their capabilities in English too. Through
experiencing a variety of MFL, children are capable of unlocking new experiences.

_________________________________________________________________________

INSPIRE CURRICULUM VALUES AND ATTRIBUTES
At the heart of the MFL curriculum is the Embark Federation Multi-Academy Trust
values. Through working together we can learn to express ideas and opinions in different
languages with integrity and listen carefully to each other. We can reflect upon our own
work as well as that of others and provide purposeful and meaningful feedback to
progress and improve on our reading, writing and grammatical skills. Working in this
manner allows learners to achieve with their understanding of other languages.
The MFL curriculum enables our learners to explore the richness and diversity of our
multicultural society. Children learn to appreciate and show respect and tolerance for a
range of countries, their cultural background and spoken languages. We provide
children with the opportunities to express their views and opinions through verbal and
written activities, enabling them to articulate themselves with confidence and clarity.
Children learn to demonstrate and develop a multitude of You22 Values:
communication, creativity, independence, inquisitiveness, collaboration, perseverance,
resilience and politeness. Developing these skills will empower children to achieve their
full potential.

MFL facilitates opportunities for children to rationalize, research and present their
findings. Collaborating with partners, groups or as a whole class, children will effectively
communicate their ideas and explore new products and services.
The outdoor environment of Trailblazers opens up a whole new world of imaginary and
purposeful activities. Children are encouraged to express themselves through drama,
role play and musical activities, in which the spoken word and composition skills are vital
for success. Therefore, the children are provided with opportunities to communicate in
other languages through spoken conversations and songs.

SPEAKING & LISTENING
OBJECTIVES
YEAR 3

YEAR 4

YEAR 5

YEAR 6

Listen and respond to familiar
spoken words, phrases and
sentences e.g. simple instructions,
rhymes, songs

Listen for specific words and
phrases e.g. in instructions and
other spoken sources such as songs
stories, poems

Understand the main points and
simple opinions in spoken sources
e.g. story, song or passage.

Communicate with others using
simple words, phrases and short
sentences e.g. greetings, simple
personal information

Communicate by asking and
answering a wider range of
questions and presenting short
pieces of information

Listen attentively and understand
more complex phrases and
sentences e.g. in instruction,
directions and other spoken
sources such as songs stories,
poems.
Take part in short conversations
using familiar structures and
vocabulary and present
information to others.
Understand and express simple
opinions

Understand longer and more
complex phrases or sentences e.g.
descriptions, information,
instructions
Use spoken language to initiate
and sustain simple conversations
on familiar topics and to describe
incidents or tell stories from own
experience.
Understand and express simple
opinions about past events.
Present to an audience e.g. role
play, presentation, performance,
read aloud from a text.

SPEAKING & LISTENING
KEY VOCABULARY
YEAR 3

YEAR 4

YEAR 5

YEAR 6

Word
Phrase
Sentence
Rhymes
songs

Word
Phrase
Sentence
Rhymes
songs
questions

Word
Phrase
Sentence
Rhymes
songs
questions
story
poem
conversation

Word
Phrase
Sentence
Rhymes
songs
questions
story
poem
conversation
information
description
instructions

READING
OBJECTIVES
YEAR 3
Recognise and understand some
familiar written words and
phrases e.g. familiar nouns,
adjectives and simple verb forms
in poems and rhymes

YEAR 4
Read and understand familiar
written words, phrases and short
text made of simple sentences e.g.
in familiar stories, character
descriptions, poems and rhymes.

YEAR 5
Read a variety of short simple
texts in different formats and in
different contexts e.g. stories,
poems, texts from the internet,
nonfiction texts, emails from a
partner school

Read aloud familiar text in chorus Read a wider range of words,
phrases and sentences aloud.

YEAR 6
Read and understand the main
points and some detail from a
short written passage e.g. extract
from a story, email, message,
poem, information, nonfiction
text.
Read aloud with expression

Follow text while listening and
reading at the same time.

KEY VOCABULARY
YEAR 3

YEAR 4

YEAR 5

YEAR 6

Words
Phrases
Noun
Adjective
Verb
chorus

Words
Phrases
Noun
Adjective
Verb
Chorus
Simple sentences
Stories
Character
Description
Poem
Rhyme

Stories
Poems
Texts
Emails

Written passage
expression

WRITING
OBJECTIVES
YEAR 3
Write some familiar simple words
using a model and from memory
e.g. familiar nouns, adjectives

YEAR 4
Write some familiar words,
phrases and simple sentences

YEAR 5
Write simple sentences and short
texts using a model and a
dictionary to check the spelling of
words

YEAR 6
Write sentences and construct
short texts using a model and
from memory, using knowledge
of words, text and structure

KEY VOCABULARY
YEAR 3

YEAR 4

YEAR 5

YEAR 6

Words
Model
Memory
Nouns
Adjectives
Verbs

Words
Memory
Nouns
Adjectives
Verbs

Sentences
Texts
Model
Dictionary
Proofread

Sentences
Texts
Model
Dictionary
Proofread
Construct
From memory
Structure

PHONOLOGY & GRAMMAR
OBJECTIVES
YEAR 3

YEAR 4

Use correct pronunciation when
speaking and show awareness of
sound spelling links

Apply phonic knowledge to
support reading, writing and
pronunciation.

Understand basic grammar
appropriate to the language
being studied

Understand basic grammar
appropriate to the language
being studied.
Understand (where relevant):
feminine, masculine and neuter
forms

YEAR 5
Recognise patterns when building
sentences and apply knowledge
of grammatical rules.

YEAR 6
Consolidate learning from
previous year groups.

Focus on correct pronunciation
and intonation, using tone of
voice and gesture to convey
meaning

KEY VOCABULARY
YEAR 3

YEAR 4

YEAR 5

YEAR 6

Pronuniciation
Grammar
Spelling
language

Pronuniciation
Grammar
Spelling
language
Feminine
Masculine
Neuter

Patterns
Pronunciation
Intonation
tone
gesture

Pronuniciation
Grammar
Spelling
language
Feminine
Masculine
Neuter
Patterns
Pronunciation
Intonation
tone
gesture

EXAMPLE CONTEXTS & LANGUAGE
OBJECTIVES
YEAR 3
Understand numbers 1-31 and say
key numbers relating to dates e.g.
own birthday
Understand and respond to simple
questions e.g. how many …?
Use simple greetings e.g. saying hello
and goodbye, saying how you are
and asking others

YEAR 4
Understand and communicate
higher numbers including multiples
of 10 e.g. in prices, dates, numeracy
activities, telling the time.
Use a wider range of question forms
e.g. for help in the classroom, the
time, the date.

YEAR 5

YEAR 6

Understand and use the alphabet for
spelling and in context.

Understand and use numbers in
context e.g. saying the year, 24 hour
clock, quantities.

Follow and give simple instructions
and directions e.g. a recipe, directions
to a place, the route to school.
Understand and express future
intentions e.g. about playing a
musical instrument, leisure activities.

Ask and answer simple questions
about e.g.name and age, birthday

Understand and communicate a
wider range of familiar nouns e.g.
classroom items, sports, animals,
items of clothes.

Understand and communicate
familiar nouns e.g. parts of the body,
animals

Understand and use adjectives that
describe people and things e.g. the
characters in a story, animals.

Use simple adjectives e.g. to describe
people (size, colour)

Understand and use verbs in the first
person to say e.g. what they do, play, Talk and write about the past in
like, prefer.
simple terms e.g. What has been
eaten/ drunk, the weather.
Understand and use verbs in the
third person to say e.g. what other
Use simple adverbial phrases of time.
people or animals do, the weather.
Understand and communicate
Use some simple adverbs to make
simple descriptions in speech and
sentences more interesting.
writing e.g. of a scene, a place in
town, the weather.
Express likes, dislikes and preference
about what they do e.g. in school,
Use adjectives to add interest to a
sports, spare time activities.
description.

Use simple sentences e.g. to say what
someone looks like
Use some simple familiar verbs
Express simple likes and dislikes e.g.
food and drink

Take part in conversations expressing
likes, dislikes and preferences e.g.
about food, places, activities.
Making simple statements and
present information e.g. about
weather, seasons, places.

Understand and communicate
statements with reference to the past
e.g. about the school environment,
everyday school routines, break time
activities, a visit.
Understand and express opinions
about what something was like was
like.
Understand and use transactional
language e.g.in a café.
Seek clarification of meaning.
Ask questions (about places in a
town).
Give a description e.g. of a town,
geographical features in a country.
Antonyms.
Use adjectives to add interest and
detail to a description.
Make statements about what they
read e.g. about sections in a
newspaper (weather, what’s on TV,
a story, an email.
Express and justify opinions

EXAMPLE CONTEXTS & LANGUAGE
KEY VOCABULARY
YEAR 3

YEAR 4

YEAR 5

YEAR 6

Numbers
Dates
Questions
Greetings
Communicate
Nouns
Adjectives
Verbs
Describe
Simple sentences
Likes / dislikes
Food and drink

Y3 + Numbers
Multiples
first/third person
adverbs
preference

Alphabet
Instructions
Directions
Future intentions
Conversations
Statements
Adverbial phrase

Opinions
Antonyms
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Domain Taxonomies
DEEPER
LEARNING1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

SURFACE 6.
LEARNING

COGNITIVE

AFFECTIVE

PSYCHOMOTOR

Synthesising – creating new material, 1.
putting together distinct ideas to create a
coherent whole
Evaluating – presenting and defending2.
opinions about information, criticality
Analysing – examining and breaking
down information into component parts
and identifying relationships between
3.
those parts
Applying – using acquired knowledge
in a new situation
Understanding – comprehension may 4.
be demonstrated by describing,
5.
organising or interpreting
Remembering – key information is
memorised

Characterising – 1.
abstract knowledge is
built
2.
Organising –
different pieces of
3.
learning can be
structured and linked4.
within a schema
Valuing – value is
assigned to a piece of5.
learning
Responding – active6.
participation
7.
Receiving – passively
paying attention

Origination – new movement patterns can
be created in response to complex situation
Adaptation – learned responses can be
modified for different situations
Complex overt response – skilful
performance of complex motor patterns
Mechanism – the action has become
habitual and can be performed with some
confidence and accuracy
Guided response – imitation, trial and
error, practice is needed
Set – readiness to act
Perception – the use of sensory cues to
guide motor activity

Taxonomy VERBS
COGNITIVE

AFFECTIVE

Synthesising – Categorizes, Combines,
Compiles, Composes, Creates, Devises, Designs,
Explains, Generates, Modifies, Organizes, Plans,
Rearranges, Reconstructs, Relates, Reorganizes,
Revises, Rewrites, Summarizes, Tells, Writes
Evaluating – Appraises, Compares,
Concludes, Contrasts, criticizes, critiques,
defends, describes, discriminates, evaluates,
explains, interprets, justifies, relates, summarizes,
supports
6.
Analysing – Analyzes, Breaks Down,
Compares, Contrasts, Diagrams, Deconstructs,
Differentiates, Discriminates, Distinguishes,
Identifies, Illustrates, Infers, Outlines, Relates,
Selects, Separates
7.
8.
1.

Applying – Applies, Changes, Computes,
Constructs, Demonstrates, Discovers,
Manipulates, Modifies, Operates, Predicts,
Prepares, Produces, Relates, Shows, Solves, Uses
Understanding – Comprehends, Converts,
Defends, Distinguishes, Estimates, Explains,
Extends, Generalizes, Gives an Example, Infers,
Interprets, Paraphrases, Predicts, Rewrites,
Summarizes, Translates

1.

Remembering – Defines, Describes, Identifies,
Knows, Labels, Lists, Matches, Names, Outlines,
Recalls, Recognizes, Reproduces, Selects, States

Characterising – Act, Discriminate, Display,
Influence, Internalize, Listen, Modify, Perform,
Practice, Propose, Qualify, Question, Revise,
Serve, Solve, Use, Verify
Organising – Adhere, Alter, Arrange, Codify,
Combine, Compare, Defend, Discriminate,
Display, Explain, Generalize, Identify, Integrate,
Modify, Order, Organize, Prepare, Relate,
Systemize, Weigh
Valuing – Accept, Complete, Defend,
Describe, Devote, Differentiate, Explain, Follow,
Form, Initiate, Invite, Join, Justify, Propose,
Puruse, Read, Report, Seek, Select, Share,
Study, Work
Responding – Answer, Assist, Complete,
Comply, Conform, Cooperate, Discuss, Examine,
Greet, Help, Label, Obey, Perform, Practice,
Present, Read, Recite, Report, Respond, Select,
Tell, Write
Receiving – Accept, Ask, Attend, Choose,
Describe, Develop, Follow, Give, Hold, Identify,
Locate, Name, Point to, Recognize, Select, Sit
Erect, Reply, Use

PSYCHOMOTOR
Origination – Arranges, Builds, Combines,
Composes, Constructs, Creates, Designs, Initiate,
Makes, Originates.
Adaptation – Adapts, Alters, Changes,
Rearranges, Reorganizes, Revises, Varies
Complex overt response – NOTE: The Key
Words are the same as Mechanism, but will
have adverbs or adjectives that indicate that
the performance is quicker, better, more
accurate, etc.
Mechanism – Assembles, Calibrates,
Constructs, Dismantles, Displays, Fastens, Fixes,
Grinds, Heats, Manipulates, Measures, Mends,
Mixes, Organizes, Sketches
Guided response – Copies, Traces, Follows,
React, Reproduce, Responds
Set – Begins, Displays, Explains, Moves,
Proceeds, Reacts, Shows, States, Volunteers
Perception – Chooses, Describes, Detects,
Differentiates, Distinguishes, Identifies, Isolates,
Relates, Selects

NOTES

