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Kilburn Junior School 

 History CURRICULUM 
 

History has the power to inspire us or to repel us, to make us outraged or awe-struck 
in equal measure. Long-extinct cultures have left us with tantalizing clues to piece 
together to find out about their experiences, beliefs and motivations. We examine 
these sources critically to construct a picture of the past stripped of cultural bias. 
From our own nation’s past, we learn about our present: we understand the 
importance of social welfare programs if we study the disparity of wealth in 
Victorian society. We can also look back on the suffragette movement and see why, 
as a nation, we make a system where everyone has equal opportunities at the heart of our shared values as a 
society. We learn about the British Empire to teach us how irresponsible governance can lead to oppression 
and exploitation.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

INSPIRE CURRICULUM VALUES AND ATTRIBUTES  
 

 

 

Teamwork expedites historical enquiry and underpins the rigour of peer review that 
historians utilize to develop a complete picture of the past. Judging the integrity of 
historical evidence calls into question our own cognitive biases against our experiences 
of the modern world and allows us to think in a less objective way about emotive issues. 

 

History, taught through the lens of British Values, unveils mankind’s proudest moments 
and our darkest mistakes in equal measure. Through empathy, rigour and careful 
critical analysis of historical evidence, we can begin to shed light onto our past, learn 
about our own culture as well as cultures with which we might be less familiar, thereby 
increasing cross-cultural awareness and understanding whilst celebrating Britain’s 
continuing successes in becoming a truly multi-cultural, tolerant society. 

 

Careful historical enquiry rewards persistence and inquisitiveness. To find out about the 
past we need to think critically and subjectively consider the reliability of evidence. 
Through finding out about the past, children demonstrate a variety of You 22 values: 
inquisitiveness, collaboration, perseverance, precision, resilience, communication, 
positivity and problem solving. 

 

By learning about how economies have driven historical change, children are 
encouraged to think about ethical decision making in business and how a proactive 
approach to decision making can benefit the global community in the long term. 

 

Using the woods, the children have been able to bring aspects of history to life. 
Trailblazers allows children to empathise with historical figures and experience ways of 
life that have long been since lost to most forever. 



Knowledge and understanding 
SKILLS 

YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 
3A Use evidence to describe the 

culture and leisure activities from 
the past. 

3B Use evidence to describe the 
clothes, way of life and actions of 
people in the past. 

3C Use evidence to describe buildings 
and their uses by people from the 
past. 

  

4A Use evidence to describe what 
was important to people from 
the past and how they showed 
the value they placed on these 
things. 

4B Use evidence to show how the 
lives of rich and poor people 
from the past differed. 

4C Describe similarities and 
differences between people, 
events and artefacts studied. 

4D Describe how some of the things I 
have studied from the past 
affect/influence life today. 

5A Choose reliable sources of 
information to find out about 
the past including the beliefs and 
practices of people. 

5B Give own reasons why changes 
may have occurred, backed up 
by evidence. 

5C Describe similarities and 
differences between some 
people, events and artefacts 
studied. 

5D Describe how historical events 
studied affect/influence life 
today. 

5E Make links between some of the 
features of past societies. (e.g. 
religion, houses, society, 
technology.) 

5F Appreciate and describe how 
significant events in history have 
helped shape our own modern 
society. 

5G Compare historical periods, 
explaining things that have 
changed and things which have 
stayed the same. 

6A Choose and combine reliable 
sources of information to find 
out about the past. 

6B Give reasons why changes may 
have occurred, backed up by 
evidence. 

6C Describe similarities and 
differences between some 
people, events and artefacts 
studied using primary and 
secondary evidence. 

6D Describe how some of the things 
studied from the past 
affect/influence life today 
stating how this influence 
manifests itself and affects 
modern people. 

6E Make links between some of the 
features of past societies. (e.g. 
religion, houses, society, 
technology.) 

6F Recognise and describe 
differences and similarities/ 
changes and continuity between 
different periods of history. 

6G Summarise how Britain has had 
a major influence on world 
history in a specific time period. 

6H Describe how British history has 
been influenced by other 
cultures. 

 

  



Historical enquiry 
OBJECTIVES 

YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 
3A Use documents, printed sources 

(e.g. archive materials) the 
Internet, databases, pictures, 
photographs, music, artefacts, 
historic buildings, visits to 
museums and galleries and 
visits to sites as evidence about 
the past. 

3B Ask questions and find answers 
about the past. 

3C Recognise the part that 
archaeologists have had in 
helping us understand more 
about what happened in the 
past. 

3D Use various sources of evidence 
to answer questions about the 
past. 

3E Research a specific event from 
the past to then present 
findings. 

4A Recognise the part that 
archaeologists have had in 
helping us understand more 
about what happened in the 
past and some of the 
techniques they use to find out 
about the past. 

4B Use various sources to piece 
together information about a 
period in history. 

4C Use research skills to help me to 
find information and then 
scrutinise this information in 
light of the historical context. 

4D Through research, identify 
similarities and differences 
between given periods in 
history. 

4E Research two versions of an 
event and say how they differ. 

5A Appreciate how historical 
artefacts have helped us 
understand more about lives in 
the present. 

5B Give more than one reason to 
support an historical argument 
using evidence. 

5C Use primary and secondary 
sources to find out about the 
past.  

5D Communicate knowledge and 
understanding orally and in 
writing. 

6A Identify and explain how 
propaganda has been used to 
affect the attitudes and 
behaviours of people in the past. 

6B Compare primary accounts of 
historical events and say how the 
authors may have written from a 
biased viewpoint. 

6C Understand and evaluate the 
veracity of primary evidence in 
light of the historical context in 
which it was produced. 

6D Describe a key event from Britain’s 
past using evidence from different 
sources to give a full account. 

6E Communicate knowledge and 
understanding orally and in 
writing and offer points of view 
and value judgements based 
upon what I have found out. 

 

  



Chronological understanding 
OBJECTIVES 

YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 
3A Order and sequence familiar 

events. 
3B Use everyday language related 

To time 
3C Describe events and periods using 

the words: BC, AD and decade. 
3D Describe events from the past 

using the correct dates. 
3E Use a timeline within a specific 

era in history to set out the 
order in which key events 
occurred. 

3F Use mathematical knowledge to 
calculate time intervals across 
years within a given period of 
history. 

4A Describe events and periods using 
a wider vocabulary including: 
ancient, century, common era, 
epoc, etc… 

4B Use a timeline within a specific 
period of history to set out the 
order of events. 

4C Use mathematical knowledge to 
to calculate time intervals across 
years and days within a given 
period of history. 

4D Use mathematical skills to round 
up time differences into 
centuries and decades. 

4E Beegin to recognize and quantify 
the different time periods that 
between different periods in 
history. 

5A Place periods of history on a 
timeline using scale to show 
intervals between events. 

5B Use mathematical understanding 
to calculate exact time scales. 

5C Use dates and historical language 
with precision. 

5D Research the causes and effects of 
main events world history and 
show these using an appropriate 
presentation method. 

5E Plot recent history on a timeline. 
5F Use dates and historical language 

with increased precision. 
5G Understand how other cultures 

historically measured the passing 
of time. 

6A Order eras and significant periods 
of history and relate these to 
key events which brought about 
change. 

6B Place specific events on a 
timeline by decade, era or 
period using precise language 
and scales to show the time 
intervals between events. 

6C Place features of historical events 
and people from past societies 
and periods in a chronological 
framework demonstrating their 
interconnectedness within a 
given period. 

6D Select between different 
presentation methods to show 
events unfolding over time 
along with their causes and 
effects. 

6E Appreciate that progression is not 
always an upward trend and 
that some civilizations showed 
greater advancements than 
people who lived after them? 

 

 

 

 

 



Historical interpretation 

OBJECTIVES 

YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 
3A Explore the idea that there are 

different accounts of history. 
3B Identify similarities and 

differences between ways of life 
at different times. 

4A Scrutinize different versions of the 
same event in history and identify 
differences and similarities to 
uncover truth  

4B Explore objective interpretations 
of historical events in primary or 
secondary evidence and the 
possible reasons for them. 

4B Know that people in the past 
represent events or ideas from a 
different values system and /or in 
a way that is designed to 
Persuade others to a particular 
point of view or belief system.  

 

5A Understand that some evidence 
from the past is propaganda, 
opinion or misinformation, and 
that this affects interpretations of 
history.  

5B Explore and classify how 
propaganda, opinion or 
misinformation affected the 
behaviour of a group of people 
in the past.  

5C Give detailed reasons why there 
may be different accounts of 
history.  

5D Evaluate evidence to choose the 
most reliable forms.  

 

6A Evaluate evidence to choose the 
most reliable forms relating to 
cultural or historical context. 

6B Know that contemporary sources 
of historical information may 
have a point of view and that 
this can affect interpretation. 

6C Know that non-contemporary 
sources of historical information 
may have a point of view and 
that this can affect interpretation. 

6D Give clear reasons with historical 
evidence as to why there may be 
different accounts of history, 
linking this to factual 
understanding of the past. 

6E Understand what can be gleaned 
from unreliable sources about the 
source of the information 
themselves. 

 

 

 

 

 



Organisation and communication 

OBJECTIVES 

YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 
3A Communicate ideas about the 

past by describing physical 
artefacts, drawing them, creating 
diagrams, through drama, role-
play, storytelling and through 
ICT.  

 

4A Communicate ideas about past 
events, information or artefacts 
using different genres of writing, 
drawing, diagrams, data-
handling, drama role-play, 
storytelling and using ICT.  

 

5A Communicate ideas about 
primary and secondary sources of 
of historical information using 
different genres of writing, 
drawing, diagrams, data-
handling, drama, role-play, 
storytelling and using ICT.  

5B Plan and present a self-directed 
project or piece of research 
about the studied period that 
uses primary and secondary 
evidence to develop a picture of 
the past. 

 

6A Communicate ideas (comparing 
and contrasting them) about 
disparate primary and secondary 
sources of of historical 
information using different 
genres of writing, drawing, 
diagrams, data-handling, 
drama, role-play, storytelling 
and using ICT.  

6B Plan and present a self-directed 
project or piece of research 
about the studied period that 
compares and contrasts 
different pieces of primary and 
secondary evidence to develop 
a fuller picture of the past. 

 

 
 



Kilburn Junior School 

Domain Taxonomies 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Taxonomy VERBS 
COGNITIVE AFFECTIVE PSYCHOMOTOR 

Synthesising – Categorizes, Combines, 
Compiles, Composes, Creates, Devises, Designs, 
Explains, Generates, Modifies, Organizes, Plans, 
Rearranges, Reconstructs, Relates, Reorganizes, 
Revises, Rewrites, Summarizes, Tells, Writes 

Evaluating –  Appraises, Compares, 
Concludes, Contrasts, criticizes, critiques, 
defends, describes, discriminates, evaluates, 
explains, interprets, justifies, relates, summarizes, 
supports 

Analysing – Analyzes, Breaks Down, 
Compares, Contrasts, Diagrams, Deconstructs, 
Differentiates, Discriminates, Distinguishes, 
Identifies, Illustrates, Infers, Outlines, Relates, 
Selects, Separates 

1. Applying – Applies, Changes, Computes, 
Constructs, Demonstrates, Discovers, 
Manipulates, Modifies, Operates, Predicts, 
Prepares, Produces, Relates, Shows, Solves, Uses 

Understanding – Comprehends, Converts, 
Defends, Distinguishes, Estimates, Explains, 
Extends, Generalizes, Gives an Example, Infers, 
Interprets, Paraphrases, Predicts, Rewrites, 
Summarizes, Translates 

Remembering – Defines, Describes, Identifies, 
Knows, Labels, Lists, Matches, Names, Outlines, 
Recalls, Recognizes, Reproduces, Selects, States 

Characterising – Act, Discriminate, Display, 
Influence, Internalize, Listen, Modify, Perform, 
Practice, Propose, Qualify, Question, Revise, 
Serve, Solve, Use, Verify 

Organising –  Adhere, Alter, Arrange, Codify, 
Combine, Compare, Defend, Discriminate, 
Display, Explain, Generalize, Identify, Integrate, 
Modify, Order, Organize, Prepare, Relate, 
Systemize, Weigh 

6. Valuing – Accept, Complete, Defend, 
Describe, Devote, Differentiate, Explain, Follow, 
Form, Initiate, Invite, Join, Justify, Propose, 
Puruse, Read, Report, Seek, Select, Share, 
Study, Work 

7.  
8. Responding – Answer, Assist, Complete, 

Comply, Conform, Cooperate, Discuss, Examine, 
Greet, Help, Label, Obey, Perform, Practice, 
Present, Read, Recite, Report, Respond, Select, 
Tell, Write 

1. Receiving – Accept, Ask, Attend, Choose, 
Describe, Develop, Follow, Give, Hold, Identify, 
Locate, Name, Point to, Recognize, Select, Sit 
Erect, Reply, Use  

Origination – Arranges, Builds, Combines, 
Composes, Constructs, Creates, Designs, Initiate, 
Makes, Originates. 

Adaptation – Adapts, Alters, Changes, 
Rearranges, Reorganizes, Revises, Varies 

Complex overt response – NOTE: The Key 
Words are the same as Mechanism, but will 
have adverbs or adjectives that indicate that 
the performance is quicker, better, more 
accurate, etc. 

Mechanism – Assembles, Calibrates, 
Constructs, Dismantles, Displays, Fastens, Fixes, 
Grinds, Heats, Manipulates, Measures, Mends, 
Mixes, Organizes, Sketches 

Guided response – Copies, Traces, Follows, 
React, Reproduce, Responds 

Set – Begins, Displays, Explains, Moves, 
Proceeds, Reacts, Shows, States, Volunteers 

Perception – Chooses, Describes, Detects, 
Differentiates, Distinguishes, Identifies, Isolates, 
Relates, Selects 

 

 

COGNITIVE AFFECTIVE PSYCHOMOTOR 
1. Synthesising – creating new material, 

putting together distinct ideas to create a 
coherent whole 

2. Evaluating – presenting and defending 
opinions about information, criticality 

3. Analysing – examining and breaking 
down information into component parts 
and identifying relationships between 
those parts  

4. Applying – using acquired knowledge 
in a new situation 

5. Understanding – comprehension may 
be demonstrated by describing, 
organising or interpreting 

6. Remembering – key information is 
memorised 

1. Characterising – 
abstract knowledge is 
built 

2. Organising – 
different pieces of 
learning can be 
structured and linked 
within a schema 

3. Valuing – value is 
assigned to a piece of 
learning 

4. Responding – active 
participation 

5. Receiving – passively 
paying attention 

1. Origination – new movement patterns can 
be created in response to complex situation   

2. Adaptation – learned responses can be 
modified for different situations 

3. Complex overt response – skilful 
performance of complex motor patterns 

4. Mechanism – the action has become 
habitual and can be performed with some 
confidence and accuracy 

5. Guided response – imitation, trial and 
error, practice is needed 

6. Set – readiness to act 
7. Perception – the use of sensory cues to 

guide motor activity 

DEEPER  
LEARNING 

SURFACE 

LEARNING 
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