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January 2018 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
I hope you had a lovely Christmas and I’d 
like to start by wishing you a happy, healthy 
and exciting New Year ahead. 
After a busy first term, the children have 
again made a very positive start to the new 
term and it was really pleasing to see so 
many of our pupils completing the reading 
challenge, reading one book every week 
during the previous half term and over 
Christmas.  
This term promises to be just as exciting as 
the previous one with interesting lessons, 
activities and extra-curricular sessions 
planned for pupils. 
 

T2P App 
Our school 
texting service 
Teachers2Parents have launched a free new 
app for parents to download to their smart 
phones.  
The app enables us to stay in touch with you 
via push notifications and we are not limited 
to the 160 characters set on the texting 
service.  
It is also enables us to send messages 
to more than one contact, should 
you wish, so that you are fully informed of 
important events and issues in school. 
 

Absence 
As you know, every child should attend 
school each time the school is open unless 
there is a very good reason why they cannot 
do so. Even short absences can hinder a 
child’s progress and it is essential for schools 
to know why a child has not attended, as 

the law requires us to distinguish between 
those absences allowed by law and those 
which are not.  
Our school policy states that all children 
should be working towards achieving a 
target of at least 95% attendance, as there 
is evidence to suggest that attendance 
below 91% has a direct impact on how well 
children do at school.  
We work closely with our Education Welfare 
Officer Annabelle Hood, to monitor 
attendance and report to her any children 
with attendance below 90%. We also report 
instances when we have not received a 
reason for children not attending school, 
known as unauthorised absence. We are 
conscious that Government and Local 
Education Authorities consider attendance 
of 90% as: “Worrying” and “gives less chance 
of success”.  
Whilst I understand there has been a recent 
outbreak of illness in school (with 31 pupils 
absent on one day before Christmas), there 
are a number of pupils falling close to the 
90% mark when I need to notify the 
Educational Welfare Team.  
To this end could I please urge you to send 

your child to school when they 
are well enough. Even if they are 
not 100%, rest assured, we will 
call you to pick them up if their 
condition worsens. Could you 
also contact school before 9am if 
your child is too poorly to attend?  

 
Requests for absence - reminder 

Just to remind you, national guidelines 
concerning requests for school absence state I 
am unable to authorise term time holiday or 
time off unless there are exceptional 
circumstances. 



Wintery Weather 
With the threat of cold weather and the 
possibility of snow, please read our school 
closure procedures attached to the back of 
this newsletter. 
The decision to close the school is down to 
myself – I follow procedures agreed through 
the governing body, which 
are informed by local 
authority guidance.  
Decisions to close the school 
are based around Health & 
Safety considerations. When 
the school is open I expect all pupils to make 
the effort to come to school but realize that 
certain families may experience a higher 
level of difficulty due to their circumstances. 

PE Kit 
We have a number of pupils without correct 
PE kit in a named PE bag. Please provide 
your child with this so that they can access 
the PE curriculum.  
To help support our pupils 
and parents, we have some 
sets of kit including a new 
bag and plimsolls which are 
priced at £4. Please contact the office if you 
would like to purchase one for your child. 
If your child is without kit for a PE session, 
they will be given a school set and you will 
be contacted and given the option to 
purchase it for them. 
 

PTFA News 
The PTFA Christmas shopping event proved a 
huge success again for the school and local 
community last year and 
thank you for coming 
along to support it, it 
certainly helped kick-
start Christmas in school 
and raised over £700.  
Some of the funding our hard-working PTFA 
raised, paid for the visit to school by the 
Travelling Pantomime before Christmas. They 
have also agreed to pay for our new 

Trailblazer outdoor classroom being built this 
term. 
The PTFA have other events planned over the 
half term for pupils and are due to hold their 
AGM in school on Thursday 1st February at 
6.30 for anyone who may want to join the 
group and get involved.  
 

Upcoming Event: 
Here are some of the events planned for this 
half-term so far: 
 

Date: Event: 
12th Jan Year 3/4 Dodgeball match @ school 
16th Jan Fencing Club starts 
18th Jan Y5/6 Boys’ Futsal tournament @ Alfreton 
24th Jan Year 4 Parents to Lunch 
31st Jan Year 5/6 Dodgeball Comp @ Ecclesboure 
5th Feb Y3/4 Dodgeball Comp @Belper 
1st Feb PTFA AGM 6.30 @ school 
8th Feb Boccia Comp @ Alfreton 
8th Feb School Disco 6.30-8.00pm 
12th Feb Table Tennis Comp @Belper 
16th Feb Achievement Assembly 2.10 – Break up 

 

INSET 
Please make a note of our final INSET days for 
the year:  
Monday 26th February 2018 is an INSET day.  
Friday 15th June 2018 is an INSET day. 
 

Term Dates 
2017/2018 Academic Year 

 4th January – 16th February 2018 
 27th February – 23rd March 2018 
 9th April – 25th May 2018 
 4th June – 20th July 2018 

and finally……. 
Thank you for your continued support.  
As a school we want to offer all pupils the very 
best start to their education and rely heavily 
on the strong partnership between home and 
school. 
If you wish to discuss the contents of this 
newsletter, or indeed any other business, 
please do get in touch. 

Rob Hull 



 
 

Severe weather 
and School closure   
 

Jan 2018 
We will always do our best to keep the 
school open but decisions to close the school 
are based upon health and safety 
considerations.  
We try to make decisions regarding closing 
the school as soon as we possibly can, 
between 7.30 and 8.00. However, local 
conditions can change very quickly. 
  
It is important that we all know what the 
school will do and what 
parents and pupils should 
do in the event of severe 
weather and school 
closure.   
Please read these guidelines 
carefully and keep them to hand, especially 
during the winter months.  
 
If school makes the decision to 
close before 8.30am: 

 We will text all parents. 
 School will alert Radio Derby who 

should announce the closure at 
frequent intervals.  

 This can be viewed on line at 
www.derbyshire.gov.uk. 
 

PUPILS SHOULD NOT ATTEMPT TO 
COME TO SCHOOL 

 

If school makes the decision to 
close after 8.30am 

 The school building will remain open 
and any pupils who arrive will be 
supervised. 

 Parents will be contacted to collect 
their children via text.  

 Pupils will not be allowed to go home 
with any adult who is not a regular 
carer of the child, unless we hear from 
parents directly. 

 
The following day(s) after a 
school closure: 
 
We will text parents to tell them whether 
the school is closed or open. Radio Derby 
will also be informed if school is to remain 
closed.  
 
The school will contact parents using the 
texting service. PLEASE ENSURE THAT 
YOUR CONTACT NUMBER IS UP-TO-
DATE. 
 
Please do not telephone the school to ask if 
we are open, assume that if a message 
hasn’t been sent and/or an announcement 
hasn’t been made on Radio Derby that 
school will be open. 
Our Emails will be checked regularly.   
Please use the following address should you 
need to:  
 
info@kilburn-jun.derbyshire.sch.uk 
 
You will appreciate that when we have 
snow on the ground we have to organise 
playtimes very carefully. Please ensure that 
your child has: 

 A change of footwear with your their 
name in to play outside in. 
(wellingtons are the best).  

 A suitable coat, hat & 
gloves. 

 Children without a 
change of footwear will 
not be able to go out 
and use the field or 
playground. 

 

http://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/
mailto:info@kilburn-jun.derbyshire.sch.uk

